
 
 

 
 
Drenthe, Friesland and Groningen in the land of samba: 
 
Trade mission Brazil November 2005 
 
For the second time in 2005, TRANSFER organised a trade mission to Brazil during November. This 
time all 17 participating companies originated from the Northern provinces of the Netherlands, the 

Chambers of Commerce of Drenthe, Friesland and Groningen being the initiator of the mission. In 
order to explore the Brazilian market and get in contact 
with potential business partners they travelled both to 
São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro from 19-25 November. The 
participants represented a very diverse group of 
companies, with products varying from electro motors 
for submarines to hair styling appliances and machines 
for meat processing.  
 
The daily programme reflected the diversity of the participants wishes: importing & exporting firms 
as well as agents, final customers and retailers were visited. In this vast country (205 times the 
size of The Netherlands) with its gigantic states of São Paulo (39,3 mil inhabitants) and Rio de 
Janeiro (14,9 mil) it was hard work for each company, attending 8 – 10 business meetings during 
their visit. As programmes were based on the individual wishes and preferences of the participating 
companies, some stayed longer in São Paulo being the industrial and business heart of the country. 
Others found more opportunities in Rio de Janeiro, for example in the petrol and marine sectors. At 
the end of the week all came together again in the “cidade maravilhosa” – the marvellous city of 
Rio de Janeiro.  
 
It was a very successful trip, where all participants had made positive business links and several 
companies had even settled orders during their initial meetings!  
 
This marked the farewell journey of Mr Ed Slagt, who accompanied the mission on behalf of the 
Chambers of Commerce of the Northern Netherlands. During his 21 year career at the Chamber of 
Commerce of Meppel, Ed worked with dedication and with passion on supporting companies from 
his region in international trade and initiating many trade missions and successful business events.  

 
Once again it was shown the range of exciting opportunities the country 
of samba & futebol offers to almost any line of business. Not only as a 
large domestic market, with its 182 mil consumers and a modern and 
thriving industry, but also as the engine of the South American continent. 
Therefore, this mission should not be considered as “completed”, but as 
the successful beginning of many long and fruitful business relations with 
Brazil and South America.  

 
Brazilians consider good personal relations as the basis for trust, and thus for successful business 

relations. Therefore it is crucial to maintain good contact after the first introduction. By 
correspondence, but more essentially: by paying personal visits to Brazil, at least once each year.  
 
Of course this rule applies to many other countries in the world. However, time after time Brazil 
proves to be a vibrant and welcoming country where business and pleasure can easily be 
combined! 
 
 
For more information, please contact our head office:  
 
Irma van Dijk 
irma@transfer-lbc.com  
Tel: +31.10.478 07 60 

TRANSFER Latin Business Consultancy  www.transfer-lbc.com 
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